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Croa bright, crep Januarny
tmarhing, five  former
inmates, still wearing jail-
zued clothing, slung their
belongings  ower  their
backs and walked from
the gate of the Worcester
Cournty Hous e of
Corrections t o a

beautifully rencvated
farmhovse In West
Bovlston. They were

acocompanied by Digmas
Houze Program Advocate
Artie Rozenberg, Director
of Treatment Services lim
DiReda, and Dizmas Co-
Executive Director
Colleen  Hiferhy. Theze
free men were now

‘almeszt home'.

oo, tnore  former
prizensrs from  the il
Joited them, gquickly fillivg
the twebie beds at the
Almezt Home  Program.

The men were greeted
with o feazt fram lengtime

Dizmaz woluntess, 5t
Mantz of Hoth Graftion,
and  welcomed  at o
dinmer  that  included
rezidents frem  Dismas
House, children and the
warm  embrace of the

externded Dizmas famihy:

The Alm ozt Haome
Fregram i1z the result of
tnoere  than a  wvear  of
planning, fundraizing and

L-R Undersecretary
Bradiey, Deputy
ahulttrn Parols

Co-Director

Turco, shen Azche,
Brica Cafanean

rencwating to create o
horme for healthy reentry
for returning prisonsrs. A
collaboration betweasen
Dismas Houwze, the
Worcester County Sheriff's
iJffice and the
Maszachuzetts Paroele
Board, Almeozt  Home
provides o toolkit for
succezsful  reentry for
residents, offering needed
subsztance abuze
education and treatment,
woodational, and

Chaornarorrian Warlsh,

Matdahon, Atomey
General Reilhy, Shenlf
Glodiz, Special Shenlf

computer clasze: to
former Waorcester County
inmatesz,  all  within the
familial meoedel  that

definez: Demaz House,

Resident: at Almaost Home
participate in o  three-
maonth program wuntil they
garaduate te appropriate
hext-ztep howsing,
including  the  Dismoogs
House  program  oh
Rickards Strest. While ot
Almest Home, residents
participate in 9 wvigorous
daily  zchedule  that
includes; daily substance
abuze education and
treatment groups, one-
Gh-0he counzeling,
attendance at  areq
BB A tmeatings,
participation v basic
computer  clazzes v a

Continued on Page 2
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Bank of Armerica recenthy
hamed Dismaz House Co-
Executive Director
Colleen Hilferty gz one of
fiwe heroes I h
Massachusetts for  her
work with former przoners
it the community.  Barnk
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of America recognized five
mdividuals for their
contributions In human services
and to their communites.
Colleen was presented with the
award at a Boston ceremony
with Boston Mayor Tom
Menino.

As local hero, Colleen recerved
33,000 to give to a charitable
organization of her choice.
Colleen gave her award money
o

the Worceszster Aredq
druited PMeathadists

(ALY, whoe for sewveral

summer: have  beaen
prowiding TUMmer
Brodramming A b
activities for

meighborhood children at

the Richards Street
Community Gardern. In
conunction  with  the
Coddard School of
Techhology  dcroszz the

street from the gardens,
WA, L coordinates

actrities for kids to stay
off the ztreet: and beat

the heat in the Worcester
SUFAIM &L,

Co-Executive Director
Zolfeen Hiferhy
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brand new, high-tech computer lak ot
Almest Howse, and participation in o
lob-readines curnculum desigred by
woodational expert Dr. Dawvid Hagner of
the  Uarversity of MNew Hampzhire.
Rezident: alze mest with the Demasz
House Attorney Advocate to rezohrs
civl  legal  szues. Residents alzo
participate in howse actvities, including
a membearzhip at the YMCA, and are
embraced by the zupportive
comtmunity buillt by new Digrmaz staff
[seestory on Page 4] and Dismaz Howse
wolunteats,

On Fekbruary 15th, ower 150 people
gathered for ribb on-cutting ceremoniss
at  Almest Home, celebrating  the
lgunch of thiz new model from prizoner
reentry. Worcester County Shenff Guy
Slodiz, Chairweman of the
Mazzachusetts Parcle Board Mauvreen
Walzh, Underrecretary of Pubklic Safety

Patrick Bradley, Hampden County Sheriff
Michael Asche, At General Thomas
Reilly, Pastor Rick Whitefleet-Smith,
Dismas Co-Executive Director  David
McMahon, and Dismas Board Member
Margaret Guzman spoke at the event,
landing the program and its promise to
address the problem of recidivism in the
Commonwealth.

The Almost Home Program 5 a unique
venture that combines the new reform
agenda of Sheriff Guy Glodis, reentry
priorities of the Massachusetts Parole
Board, the know-how and 1B years of
experience and the model developed by
Dismas House, and the su of Dismas
funders, such at the Health Foundation of
Central Massachusetts, the Stoddard
Charitable Trust, the Russell Fuller

ahenlt G oy Glodis and Armost
Horme Resident Juan Canos

Foundation, Fourndation M and the
izreater Worcester Community
Foundation. The Almost Home
Proegram 1z a milestone ik
addreszing  overcrowding  and
recidiizm in the Worcester County
jail and will affect positve change
for former pnzener, ther families
and the Waorcester community.

Dissnas Fr rovides the @J‘ _ﬁr Wa&w ﬂ%mﬁmﬂd‘!

The Central Maszachuzetts houzing
market can present o zesmingly
irgurmountakle  okbstacle  to Digmasz
residents looking to take the nexd step
after Digmaz: Houwze. The <ozt of
houvzing, and the cost of firet and last
maonths rent plee secunty deposit limits
howvzing optionz.  Often, the houzing
arvailable to thoze with few resources &
dregdful—chopped up lodging houzes
fife with drogs and criminal actiiby—
bardly the ideal place to turn 9 rew,
healthy page i life.

Mow, through a partnerrhip with
Community Healthlink, Dizmaz Houze iz
providing  four wouchers te DeEmas
graduates in apartments in
communities froem Leiceszter to
Waorcester, These ternants only pay 30
percent of ther income toe DeEmasz
Houwze, and Community Healthlink ssues
tnarket rent checks to participating
lardlerds. Dimaz Houwse continuves to
provide support service: dand
accountakility for these indmidualz in

the communiby.

Tharks te a recent 375,000 arant
fremm  CCRIEMazsHouwsing, Dismaos
House plans to take the project to
the next lewvel in the next vear by
opEpenihg 9 new  Japdartment
community for Diemaz graduates.
Dizmaz House plans to purchaze o
trulti-unit  property and  provide
affordakle housing and zerices to

Digmas  graduvates. Bfter
acquizition, the project will ke zelf-
zugtaining  throwgh  rent  and

woucher Income.

Thiz  program  will provide zafe,
sober  houging for &8 Dimaz
araduates and their familiesz, and
will complete a  continwum  of
houzing  dand zerdice: for former
prizensrs, from the fistestep of
Alrnost Home, to the trarsitional
community  of Demaz Howse, to
parmanent suppoertve housing in
the communiby.

Dismas House of Massachusetts, Inc.
Board of Directors

David Siddle, Ph.D., President
Charles Valade, Treasurer

Mary Bennett, MSW

Paul Gallagher

Richard Gendron, Ph.D.
Margaret Guzman, Esq.

Ed Karcasinas, Esqg.

Richard List

Gail Parker Anderson, LICSW
Jennifer Sellitti, Esqg.

Steve Soreff, M.D.
Christopher Tully, Esqg.
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It has been an exciting year for Dismas House with the launch of the Almost Home Program and the start of permanent housing
vouchers for praduating residents. We have increased our capacity and our ability to promote and sustain healthy reintegration
for former prisoners, while retaining our trademark, supportive community environment for our residents. We rely on a mix of

private and public funding, and we need YOUR help to make this happen. Please call or email your elected representatives to
make sure Dismas House 1s funded —it's easy!

Call the Statehouse at (617) 722-2000!

Ask for your representative and senator. Ask for their support for Dismas House's 380,000 line item as introduced by
Representative John Binienda and Senator Ed Augustus.

Call City Hall!

Contact Councilor Gary Rosen, Chair of the Community Development Committee at (508) 799-1049 or at
RosenG®ci.worcesterma.us and ask him to support Dismas House's increased ESG request.

Thank you!

Woisk List!

Almost Home s here! There are a few household items that we need to make the transformation complete
and to make our new house a home. Please call [508) 552-6954 if you are able to donate any wish let
iterms to Almost Home. Thank youl

Mewy Twiin shest Sels Pool Table

My Pillows Gas Grill

Mew Bath Towek Gift Cards to Area Stores for ClothingWork Boots

Mewy Twin Comforters
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James DiReda, LICSW, Ph.D.
Jim joins Dismas House with  from the University of  specifically towards the

over twenty years experience
in the field of chemical
dependency and  mental
health treatment. He holds a
Bachelor's Degree from
Worcester State College, a
Master's Degree in Social
Work

Lauren is the new Program
Coordinator at Dismas House.
She 1s a Clark University
graduate with a Bachelor's
Degree in  Sociology and
Studio Art. She has completed
Master's  coursework in
Community Development and
Planning. Lauren began as an
mmtern at Dismas House in
2002. She joined the staff this

fall.

Meridith Milesi

Mendith is the new Program
Coordinator at  Almost
Home, a position  that
requires constant attention
to a vanmety of residential
needs, from transition
planning to leading
vocational groups. Mendith

has a  Bachelor's in
Socilology from the
University of Rhode Island
and a  Master's n

Community Planning from
Clark University. She

previously worked as
SMOC’s Reentry Housing
Specialist.

Connecticut, and a Ph.D. in
Sociology and Social Work
from Boston University. He
serves as the Director of
Treatment Services at Almost
Home, designing and
implementing group and
individual therapy geared

needs of returning prisoners.
Jim previously worked as the
Associate Director of the PIP

Shelter, and currently
maintains a private practice
and teaches at Clark
University.

Virginia Cooke

3

Thanks to a grant from the
Massachusetts Bar
Foundation, Dismas House is
able to offer legal assistance
to residents through Attorney
Advocate Anna Rice. With
both her extensive
experience in human services
and law, Anna helps residents
resolve 1ssues around child
visitation and  custody,
dnver's licenses, credit
problems and housing

Before joining the staff at
Dismas House, Virginia was
an invaluable intern working
on a vanety of projects for
Dismas. A candidate for her
Bachelor's from Clark
University in 2006, Virginia
works at Almost Home on
weekends and teaches
computer classes in the new
Almost Home computer lab.

rights. Anna currently has a
private law practice as well.
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Dteve Freodinan

Steve comes to Almost Home
as the new Owvemight
Coordinator, ensuring the
house is safe and the
community spirnt 15 intact at
night. Previously, Steve was
the Owner/Operator of the
Boston eatery Blue Diner,
and he worked for Spectrum
Health Services im their
Westborough residential
treatment program.

xS -f

{,&ffj Jonini

Kelly provides services and
coordinates  fun house
activities on the weekends at
Almost Home.  She also
works at Project WORLD at
Henry Lee Willis doing
outreach to homeless
individuals. Kelly has a
Bachelor's Degree from Clark
University and has
completed Master's work in
International Development.

Edward Crawford

Eddie is the newest addition
to the Almost Home team,
working weekend ovemights
at Almost Home. Eddie
comes to the Dismas family
with an extensive
background in the

substance abuse treatment
field. Previously, Eddie has
worked as an Outreach
Specialist for the Henry Lee
Willis Center and as Peer
Support  Staff for AIDS
Project Worcester.

Eddie has received numerous
awards for his commitment to
serving the community and
shares his enthusiasm with
the men at Almost Home.
Eddie resides in Worcester.

o e e o e o e e — — — — — — — — —
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